
WHO ARE HILLCREST’S 
PEER MEDIATORS? 

At Hillcrest Middle School, our 6th, 7th, and 
8th grade peer mediators play an important role 
in our school community.  Mediators help find a 
peaceful resolution when conflicts arise among 

students. 
 

Each year, new 6th grade peer mediators endure 
a two-day training, in which they become 
familiarized with understanding conflict, 

communication skills, and the six-step peer 
mediation process.  Returning 7th and 8th grade 
peer mediators are re-trained for one full day to 
ensure that they are up-to-date in terms of their 
peer mediation skills and their understanding of 

the peer mediation process. 
 

Grade 6: 
Cedric Cohen 
Mary Osborne 
Ella Jane Cook 

Macarthy Keane 
Patrick Spychalla 

Sai Kulkarni 
 

Grade 7: 
Christina Odendahl 

Amelia DePino 
Anna Davis 

Shannon McNally 
Joey Vaitkus 

Joe Bochicchio 
 

Grade 8: 
Nolan Shay 

James O’Brien 
Charlotte Erenberg 

Amelia Healy 
Gabe Morgia 
Ana Nogueira 
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WHAT IS PEER 
MEDIATION? 

Peer Mediation is a voluntary and confidential 
communication process.  Two students with a 
problem work together with the assistance of a 

peer facilitator to arrive at a mutually agreed 
upon solution.   

Peer Mediation allows students in a confidential 
setting to share their feelings, learn how to 

problem-solve, build relationships, and through 
positive, face-to-face communication, learn how 

to resolve disagreements. 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS 
OF PEER MEDIATION? 

 To reduce conflict 
 To share feelings 
 To develop active listening skills 
 To increase empathy for others 
 To expand problem-solving skills 

 

OUR MISSION 
 
The Peer Mediation program at Hillcrest Middle 
School serves to enable our students to resolve 

conflicts peacefully, to promote mutual 
understanding of individuals and groups 

throughout our school, and to enhance the 
climate of HMS.  Conflict is a natural part of life 

and our students will be provided the opportunity 
to learn the necessary skillset to be able to 

navigate through conflict peacefully with 
assistance from their peers. 

 

REASONS TO SCHEDULE 
A MEDIATION 

Examples of issues that may be handled through 
peer mediation include: 

 
 Rumors and gossip 
 Teasing 
 Disagreements 
 Name-calling 
 Classroom or extracurricular disputes 
 Misunderstandings 

 
Please note that more serious issues (e.g., 

bullying, harassment, physical altercations, etc.) 
are not handled through peer mediation and are 
handled appropriately through administration. 

 
 

REFERRALS TO PEER 
MEDIATION 

 
Referrals to peer mediation can be made by a 

student, teacher, parent, counselor, or 
administrator.  Referral forms can be picked 

up in the Hillcrest School Counseling Office or 
in Ms. Bucci’s office (Room C1A).  All referral 
forms should be given to a School Counselor 

or to Ms. Bucci.  
 
 

 

THE PEER MEDIATION 
PROCESS 

 
If both students agree to mediation, they will 
meet with two trained Peer Mediators at their 

grade level under the supervision of Ms. 
Bucci.  Each disputant tells his/her side of the 

story and responds to the other student. 
 

With the help of the Peer Mediators, both 
disputants work together to reach an 

agreement that they feel will resolve the issue. 
Each member signs a contract, which signifies 

their willingness to uphold all aspects of the 
agreement. 

 
A follow-up meeting will occur the following 

week to monitor progress. 
 

STEPS OF PEER 
MEDIATION 

 
1. Agree to mediate 
2. Gather points of view 
3. Focus on interests 
4. Create win-win options 
5. Evaluate options 
6. Create an agreement 

 

WHY PARTICIPATE IN 
PEER MEDIATION? 

 
 It’s confidential 
 Peer Mediators don’t take sides 
 You can tell your side of the story 
 You can solve your problem 

peacefully 
 You decide the outcome 

 


