
 
 
 
August 2016 
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year as we begin the 2016-2017 school year! On behalf 
of the fine faculty and staff here at Hillcrest, I would like to welcome you to what will 
hopefully be your best year to date.  This is my sixth year at Hillcrest and I am very 
excited about the rigorous learning opportunities and the numerous extracurricular 
events we have in store for you this year.  At Hillcrest, we stress the belief that all 
students will Learn, Achieve and Contribute over the course of the year.  We have 
earned our stellar reputation from years of students doing exactly that.  
 
We value your support and involvement in your child’s Hillcrest experience. The home-
school relationship is the bedrock of a high quality school.  Our recently updated 
website illustrates our commitment to this relationship as it is even easier now to follow 
the latest school news and happenings taking place at Hillcrest.  We are determined to 
continue to evolve in close step with our ever changing world of technology.  In addition 
to every student using an ePortfolio, there will be more technologically based 
assignments for the students this year than ever before.  We embrace this evolution as 
we prepare our students for the increasing mobile world around us. The Hillcrest 
community seeks to promote excellence through high expectations and appropriate 
learning activities that will enhance the lives of all students, encourage responsibility, 
and advocate accountability to enable them to build the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
necessary to be successful, contributing members of a changing global society. 
 
As we embark on this ten month journey together, we encourage you to attend our 
performing arts productions, PTA sponsored events and sporting events. We are 
looking forward to having a very productive and exciting school year!  As always, in 
order to turn this hope into a reality it will take the stakeholders of our faculty, student 
and parent alliance to achieve these desired results.            
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stafford W. Thomas, Jr. 

 


